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By: Stephanie Monard, 2014 Trep$ Participant

Thanks to a grant from AFEE, Brookside 6th-– 8th graders were able to participate in 
TREP$, a six-week after-school program that taught real-life entrepreneurial skills. The 
classes were designed to teach us, step-by-step, how to bring a product or other business 
concept to market. We learned the basics of product design, pricing, advertising, and more. 
We were treated like professionals, not just children who wanted to have fun. We had to 
do all the work. Then, after the classes, we held a Marketplace where we sold the products 
that we made. And yes, we got to keep any money we earned!

Classes: In each of the six classes, we learned a different lesson and then participated in a 
fun group challenge using the skills we learned that day. The first class was Entering Entrepreneurship, where we learned about different 
products and goods versus services. The second class was Money Matters, in which we learned about pricing, expenses, and loans. In the 
third class, Marketing Magic, we made our business plans and shared our ideas with a panel of successful local business owners. The panel 
provided valuable feedback to help us improve our plans. The fourth class, Ad-Ventures in Advertising, taught us about ways to advertise 
our products. In the fifth class, Sales Success, we learned business ethics and prepared for the Marketplace. The sixth and final class took 
place after the Marketplace, so we could share our experiences with the entire group.

The Marketplace: The Marketplace was held one evening in the Brookside cafeteria. Before this event, we each had to pay $5 for a 
table, and invite friends and family to come. Then, we had to sell our products to the guests! We needed to use everything we learned 
to convince shoppers to buy our product. When the marketplace was over, we each kept any money that was left after subtracting 
expenses.

What I learned: I created and sold a product called Floral Expressions – pens with duct tape flowers on the top. I sold all of the 
inventory I brought to the Marketplace and actually had to take orders that I filled after the Marketplace was over. This was because 
it took much longer to make the pens than I thought and I wanted the quality to be good. One of the most important things I learned 
from TREP$ was how to manage money. I learned the difference between income, expenses, and profit, and how they are related to 
each other. I also learned about advertising, and what attracts customers. Additionally, I discovered that starting a business is harder than 
it seems! To create a successful business it is important to do your research and form a solid plan. It is also important to offer a good 
quality product, at a reasonable price, or no one will want to buy it. I also learned many other useful lessons that will help me later in life 
– like the importance of working hard, but also doing what you enjoy.

I hope I can participate in TREP$ again, but with a different product. While the pens were profitable, making them was very time 
consuming, so my profit per hour was very low even though my profit per item was reasonable. 

TREP$: Learning to be EnTREPreneur$ - A Student Perspective



In Spring 2013, AFEE funded a grant to purchase 16 laptops for Brookside’s 
4th grade, which has helped the teachers innovate and enrich their classrooms 
in a variety of ways. 

In the area of research, students have been able to use the laptops to research 
the best information possible for their many projects, papers, and articles, 
and have learned to decipher and analyze whether the source is a reliable 
one. Students have used the laptops to find primary source documents, case 
histories, oral histories and authentic resources for their research. 

The laptops also have been used to enrich the fourth grade science 
curriculum. Many science WebQuests utilize various instruction modalities to 
inform and enhance learning, such as videos, diagrams, pictures, and passages. 
Students collaborate on the laptops to complete the WebQuests and their 
understanding is assessed online. 

Additionally, the laptops have enabled teachers to link to sites and upload 
lessons to their websites. For example, students can access an online teacher 
lesson that they can navigate with a partner. Every day, students use Google 
Docs and websites to work on enrichment projects that are assigned after 
they finish class work. They can also click on math links to reinforce math 
facts. The teacher links vary from online videos, games, lessons, and activities - 
all of which result in enhancing, reinforcing, and furthering knowledge. 

Finally, the laptops have helped enhance the writing curriculum using Google 
Docs. Google Docs allow an individual or group to draft, revise, edit, and 
publish writing in a Word or PowerPoint format. The documents can be 
shared among the students and their teachers. Teachers and student partners 
have the ability to conference online in real time and provide instantaneous 
feedback. 

Barbara Hernandez

Laptops Transform 
4th Grade Learning

 A Message from Bruce Winkelstein
AFEE has been instrumental in providing support and seed money at Brookside School for an exceedingly 
diverse group of activities and students. Some of the grants AFEE supports help to enrich our curriculum, 
including assemblies such as The Space Dude and The Franklin Institute Traveling Science Show, and also 
in-class activities such as artifacts from the Morris Museum. 

Other AFEE-funded grants have directly supported students in the classroom, including books to expand our 
classroom libraries, SMARTBoards, and laptops and iPads for student use. 

Finally, AFEE grants have been used to seed new and innovative instructional opportunities, such as the 
Brookside TV studio (BTV), the climbing wall, and the computers for our very popular Integrated Arts class. 
Many of the AFEE-funded initiatives at Brookside have impacted students in multiple grades over multiple 
years. We are grateful for AFEE’s support to help enrich our curriculum and pilot new initiatives.

Bruce Winkelstein, Principal 

Visit by Author Jack Gantos



AFEE helped enhance our Physical Education curriculum by providing funds 
to purchase Frisbee Golf Kits for our Project Adventure class. Project 
Adventure is a class based on problem solving and team building. Students 
are given various challenges to solve using a variety of strategies. This class 
builds trust, communication, and friendships by encouraging the students to 
work together. 

How does Frisbee Golf help? The original way to play the game is similar to 
regular golf, where there are nine “holes” (or loops) of varying difficulties. 
The object is to throw the frisbee through each hoop from a marked spot 
in as few throws as possible. There are many variations to the game to 
make it more challenging as well. The Frisbee Golf Kits are a great addition 
to our Project Adventure program. It reinforces frisbee throwing skills, 
while also building cooperation and teamwork. It also teaches students the 
importance of thinking about different approaches to problem-solving, as 
the “holes” are moved to make the task harder.

Janelle Kelly

PROJECT ADVENTURE ENHANCED AT BROOKSIDE!

Mythunderstood to Understand Greek Mythology
For two consecutive years, an AFEE grant has enabled the 5th graders at Brookside to enjoy an amazingly 
creative and interactive show called Mythunderstood. This show enriches the 5th grade social studies ancient 
history curriculum, and the 5th grade reading 
curriculum, as a result of the students reading and 
writing about the elements of Greek mythology. 

Ryan Emmons and Julie Congress, the Co-Artistic 
Directors at No.11 Productions, bring to life many 
ancient Greek myths. Their narrative weaves 
together the stories of heroes, gods, goddesses, and 
monsters in a high energy and hilarious theatrical 
experience that truly sparks the imagination of 
our students. The students recognize and love the 
characters, and some are invited to run onto the 
stage and become part of the action! Actors play 
many different parts during the supercharged, action 
packed adventure that is tied loosely to the story of 
Odysseus.

Following the musical, all students are invited to 
ask questions of the actors and directors about 
everything from their own knowledge of Greek 
mythology, to the many aspects of theater direction, 
acting, setting, props, and the writing process 
involved in creating such an imaginative production. 
 

Tracy Lewis

Save the Dates!
LORD & TAYLOR SHOPPING DAY 

October 9, 2014

COMMUNITY NIGHT OUT AT AB&G
October 20 & 21, 2014

ANNUAL AUCTION
March 13, 2015

Theater Week
April 6-10, 2015

THE HARLEM WIZARDS  

May 8, 2015

Remember to “Like” AFEE 
on Facebook or check out our 

website at www.afeenj.org
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MEMBERSHIP DUES:  ❏ $25.00                  ❏ $50.00                 ❏ $100.00               OTHER $_____

❏  Please accept my United Way donation as my membership dues. In the Tri-State area use AFEE code #026484. 
     In the NYC area, use AFEE’s name and address.  Amount $_______

❏  Matching Gift Form enclosed. This supplements your generous donation. AFEE’s Tax Identification Number is 223-416-674.

Please mail this form and your check, made payable to AFEE, to the address above or drop it off in the AFEE mailbox 
at either Hillside or Brookside.
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